Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


President  praises  tsunami  relief  effort 


!D  Since  1877 


Bush  said,  spealdne  the  morning  after  his 
State  of  the  Union  address.  "Look  at  the  list  of 
organizations  brm^g  relief  to  the  people 
from  Indonesia  to  Sri  Lanka.  They're  full  of 

religious  names:  Sanmritan’s  Purse,  American  /~r-mk.i/- ad/^i  iKirx  a-  i  j 
JevN^h  World  Service,  Baptist  World  Aid,  the  9  if  Bicyc  es  and  ot] 

Catholic  Mediwil  -Mission  Board.  They  do  a  i  ^  c  u  k 

superb  job  delivering  relief  across  the  borders  wM 

and^Wts  and^tures.  I  «n^esperate  need  afj^supptie 

"Today,  millions  of  people  across  this  volunteers  .s  currently  in  southeast  Asia  t« 
earth  get  the  help  they  need  only  because  tributed  more  than  $8,069,813  to  help 
our  faith-based  institutions  live  the  com-  tsunami  survivors  through  International 
mandment  to  'love  t^  neighbor  as  thyself.’  Mission  Board  in  Richmond,%Virginia. 
Often,  that  means  remembering  the  pwple  Tax  deductible  donations  are  now 
forgotten  or  overlooked  in  a  Bv^  wond:  being  accepted  for  the  MBCB  fund, 
those  in  Africa  suffering  from  HIV/ AIDS,  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  the 
young  girls  caught  up  in  the  global  sex  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
trade,  victims  of  religious  persecution."  with  "tsunami  relief"  noted  on  the  memo 
As  of  February  7,  Mississippi  Baptists  line,  and  mailed  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
had  donated  $181,146  to  tne  tsunami  Convention  Board,  ATTN:  Tsunami  Relief, 
relief  effort  in  southeast  Asia  through  the  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  People  who  are  donating  to  tsunami 
tsunami  relief  fund.  As  of  February  7,  relief  nave  been  cautioned  by  charity 
Southern  Baptists  and  others  had  con-  experts  to  be  sure  they  are  donating  to 


SBC  CP  up  for  tn0$h 


to  die  work  of  die  Lord  through  the  Mississippi 
GoqpjidiUv^^eogram  (CFfin  January  showra  an  increase  wn^ 
both  to  giving  l^t  month  and  for  the  same  period  in 
according  to  jW  I^tral,  executive  director-treasurer  of  the 
MTiiiiWiirHii  Baptist  Convention  Board  which  disburses  the 
fioidlfi.  ihe  January  total  of  $3,210,450  is  23.12%  higher  than  the 
$2,607,587  given  last  month,  and  .69%  higher  than  the 
$3,188310  ^en  in  the  same  period  in  2004.  Total  Mississippi 
CP  giving  tor  die  current  fiscal  year,  which  runs  from  Jcinuciry- 
December,  stands  at  $3310,^,  which  is  .69®/o  above  last  year's 
givBtt  during  die  same  period  and  23.03%  ahead  of  current 
Dudget  needs.  The  2005  Mississippi  CP  budget  of 
$31314,491,  was  approved  by  messengers  to  die  2004  annual 
mfftinr  of  d^  Mi^issippi  Baptist  Convention.  A  total  of 
^309341  is  needed  each  month  to  meet  the  conventirm  board's 
for  2005.  In  addition  to  helping  siroport  more  than 
IDJw  missianaries  in  the  U.S.  and  aroum  me  world  through 
am^asm  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Mississippi  CP 
iitno  fuhd  sudi  prcerams  as  the  Hispanic  Pastors'  Retreat 
fm  rjrhfngrT  11-12  at  t^ake  Hak  CTKhata  near  Louisville; 
V^ctikn  nne  School  Jummt:^  on  Februa^  15  at  Liberty 
ChmEh,  ilowood;  and  the  Christian  Performing  Arts  F^val 
on  Febmary  25-26  at  Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP  and  local  rKXWlsJ^  ~  Southern 
Baptist  Conventicwi  (SBC)  Cooperative  Frogpun  receipts  in 
January  of  $20,342,956.62  were  42.44%  more  than  the 
$14381,731  received  die  previous  mondi  and  13%  above  die 
$20,102,270  received  in  January  2004,  according  to  a  news 
relecise  from  SBC  Executive  Committee  President  and  Chief 
Executive  Officer  Morris  H.  Chapman.  Year-to-^brte  contribu¬ 
tions  through  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  Cooperative 
ProCTam  are  up  nearly  1.9  %  compared  to  the  same  time  frame 
in  2004.  As  of  Jan.  31,  the  year-to-date  total  of  $66314,942  for 
Cooperative  Program  (CP)  Missions  is  $1342,962  aliead  of  the 
$65371,980  received  at  the  same  point  in  2004.  Deaognated  giv- 
ingof  $37379334  for  the  same  year-to-date  periods  4.45‘)Cor 
$1350379  below  gifts  of  $39329,713  receive  atihit  point  bst 
year.  The  $27302,877  in  designated  gifts  received  Uat  month  is 
$221,489  above  the  $26,981388  received  m  Jiittiafy  2004^  an 
increase  of  0.82%.  For  the  SBC  Cooperative  PieiMttlAllocatkiri 
Budget,  the  year-to-date  total  of  $66314,96  J^W36%  of  the 
$61,067331  budgeted,  or  $5347,711  above  budiet  to  support 
Southern  Baptist  ministries  globally  and  soniMSMlfaAineiici.; 
At  Qieduse  of  dieir  last  fisdu  year,  Oct.  13>Mft|ti6t>lL30,200ilLi 
Southern  Baptists  recorded  a  $.64%  iHiut  aeiJ  Iftiy  «vii^  far  a 
record  total  of  $189365355. 
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Xt's  a  familiar  dilemma  for  contempo¬ 
rary  moms  and  dads  waiting  in  the 
school  car  pool  line  to  pick  up  their 
child  and  his/her  friends  for  a  special  time 
of  after-school  play  together. 

Now,  Tommy,  does  your  mother  or  father 
have  custody  of  you  this  week?  Which  one 
should  I  can  if  there  is  an  emergency  while 
you're  with  us?  Oh,  I  see.  Your  father  has  custody 
through  today  but  you're  staying  with  hts 
mother  because  he's  out  of  town  and  your 
mother  is  going  to  pick  you  up  at  your  grand¬ 
mother's  house  later  tonight.  Well,  should  I 
call  your  father,  grandmother,  or  mother? 
You're  not  sure?  Maybe  your  father's 
girlfriend  since  your  father  is  out  o^ 
town  and  your  grandmother  doesn't 
have  a  car  and  your  mother  isn't  going 
to  pick  you  up  until  later?  Poor  child; 
you're  as  confused  as  I  am. 

It  may  be  a  familiar  dilemma,  but 
it's  also  a  sad  depiction  of  family 
life  in  America  —  and  Mississippi. 
Too  many  of  our  children  are  suit¬ 
case  sons  and  daughters,  shuffled 
from  one  house  to  another  without 
being  able  to  put  down  roots  and 
devdop  the  security  of  knowing 
H.  ffley  actually  belong  somewhere. 

T  A  young  family  recently  moved 

into  a  well^tablished  and  highly- 
recommended  neighborhood  in  a 
small  Mississippi  city,  and  soon  dis¬ 
covered  they  were  the  only  intact,  tradi¬ 
tional  family  on  their  street.  All  the  adults 
living  on  the  street  had  been  divorced  at 
least  once.  Some  were  living  together  witiiout 
benefit  of  marriage  and  attempting  in  vain 
to  blend  their  two  sets  of  children.  There 
were  single  mothers  struggling  to  raise 
children  rathered  by  severaimen  to  whom 
they  had  not  been  married  and  who  were 
now  absent.  Some  of  the  households  were 
suffering  from  alcohol  and  other  drug 
abuse,  unfaithfulness,  and  abandonment. 

When  they  went  to  the  school  to  fill  out 
the  admission  paperwork  for  their  chil¬ 
dren,  they  had  to  answer  such  questions  on 


the  forms  as,  "Are  there 
any  valid  court  orders 
involving  your  children 
that  the  school  should  know 
about?"  and  respond  to 
such  inquiries  as,  "Please 
list  relatives  and  other 
people  who  are  not  allowed 
to  pick  up  your  children 
from  school  for  any  reason, 
and  state  why  they  are  not 
allowed  to  do  so." 

The  fact  is  the  young 
couple  did  move  mto  a 
good  neighborhood  with  an 
excellent  school,  but  they 
also  moved  into  a  typical 
American  neighborhood  of 
mangled  marriages,  mis¬ 
managed  lifest)des,  and 
mixed-up  children. 

Truly,  when  Satan  picked 
the  most  important  link  in 
the  chain  of  civilization 
and  set  about  to  weaken 
that  link  in  an  effort  to 
destroy  the  whole  chain,  he 
couldn't  have  selected  a 
more  critical  link  than  the 
nuclear  family.  Most  trou¬ 
bling  of  aU  is  that  statistics 
seem  to  bear  out  that 
Christian  families  are  in  as 
^much  trouble  as  non- 
'^Christian  families. 

The  divorce  rate  among  Christians  is 
virtually  the  same  as  any  otner  group.  The 
incidence  of  alcohol  and  other  drug  abuse 
in  Christian  families,  plain  for  anyone  to 
see,  is  far  too  high.  (Rambling,  pornogra¬ 
phy,  and  other  vices  are  also  mdulged  by 
too  many  Christians  in  their  daily  lives. 

If  Christians  are  not  set  aside  to  be  differ¬ 
ent  from  the  world  —  to  be  living  examples 
of  godly  conduct  to  a  lost  world  —  then 
what  good  are  we  to  God?  Jesus  said,  "You 
are  the  salt  of  the  earth.  But  if  the  salt  loses 
its  saltiness,  how  can  it  be  made  salty  again? 


It-is  no  longer  good  for  anything,  except  to 
be  thrown  out  and  trampled  by  men." 
(Matthew  5:13  NTV)  As  the  Word  of  God 
repeatedly 'points  out  in  stark  detail,  we 
may  think  we  can  sow  the  wind  with 
impunity  but  we  will-  ultimately  reap  the 
consequences  of  the  whirlwind  (Hosea  8:7). 

God  is  merciful,  but  He  is  also  just.  How 
much  longer  will  He  stay  our  well- 
deserved  judgment"  for  destroying  the 
American  family?  Let  us  begin  now  pleading 
for  forgiveness  and  living  righteously, 
before  we  all  find  out. 


Tames  Dobson  has  a  prob- 

1  lem  with  Sp«ngeBob 
SquarePants.  At  least  that's 
what  the  media  would  have 
you  believe. 

In  recent  days,  the  Focus  on 
the  Family  chairman  has  been 
vilified  by  the  press  for  suppos¬ 
edly  disparagmg  the  beloved 
cartoon  cmracter  in  a  speech  he 
gave  in  Washington  in  January. 
Several  major  newspapers  have 
even  implied  that  Dobson 
believes  SpongeBob  is  homo¬ 
sexual.  Well,  I  know  Dobson 
and  my  two-year-old  son 
knows  SpongeBob,  and  nothing 
could  be  furmer  from  the  truth. 

I  was  in  the  audience  at  the 
pre-inaugural  dinner  during 
which  Dobson  allegedly  made 
his  anti-SpongeBoD  remarks. 
Contrary  to  tne  media  spin, 
DobscMi  mdn't  attack  the  ^xmge. 
Instead,  he  warned  that 
SpongeBob,  Barney,  Winnie 
the  Pooh,  and  dozens  of  other 
popular  children's  characters 
may  soon  be  used  (presum¬ 
ably  against  their  will)  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  normalization  of 
homosexuality  in  America's 
public  schools. 

The  characters  are  featured 
in  a  video  and  educational  cur¬ 
riculum  that  is  being  distributed 
to  61,000  schools  across  the 
count^  by  the  We  Are  Family 
Foundation.  Reportedly  the 
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Guest  Opinion: 


How  they  twist 
our  words 

By  Bill  Maier,  vice-president 
Focus  on  the  Family 
Colorado  Springs,  Co. 


curriculum  and  its  accompa¬ 
nying  teachers'  guide  will 
employ  SpongeBob  and  his 
pals  to  encourage  young  chil¬ 
dren  to  accept  homosexual 
behavior  under  the  guise  of 
promoting  "tolerance.'^ 

The  We  Are  Family  founda¬ 
tion  claims  there  is  no  men¬ 
tion  of  homosexuality  in  their 
materials,  but  a  quick  check 
of  their  website  found  numerous 
references  to  "sexual  orientation" 
and  "sexual  identity."  There 
was  also  a  "teachers  guide" 
that  included: 

•  Suggestions  on  how  to  per¬ 
suade  ^ool  librarians  to  high¬ 
light  books  that  are  "representa¬ 
tive  of  ail  sexuEil  orientations." 

•  Methods  to  initiate  class¬ 
room  discussion  of  "homo¬ 
phobia"  and  "compulsory 
neterosexuality." 

•  Instructions  on  teaching 
students  to  construct  a 


Pyramid  of  Hate,  a  diagram 
illustrating  "acts  of  genocide" 
that  have  been  committed 
against  individuals  due  to 
(among  other  things)  their 
sexual  orientation. 

•  A  section  on  "appreciat¬ 
ing  diversity"  that  encourages 
kids  to  consider  what  might 
interest  them  in  "other  sexual 
orientations." 

Curiously,  a  few  days  after 
Dobson's  speech  was  mentioned 
in  The  New  York  Times,  the  We 
Are  Family  Foundation's  website 
was  "S^tized"  of  most  refer¬ 
ences  to  sexual  orientation,  and 
existing  links  to  the  nation's 
major  homosexual  groups  were 
eliminated. 

Some  progressive  pimdits 
may  ask  if  there  is  any  reason 
why  public  schools  shouldn't 
teaw  kids  to  accept  (or  even 
embrace)  homosexuality.  Here 
are  four — according  to  research 


conducted  at  Harvard  Medical 
School  and  cited  in  the  journal 
Pediatrics,  kids  who  experiment 
with  homosexual  behavior  are 
more  likely  to  engage  in  mari¬ 
juana  and  cocaine  use  before  the 
age  of  13;  sexual  intercourse 
before  the  age  of  13;  sexual 
intercourse  with  four  or  tnore 
partners;  and  sexual  contact 
against  one's  will. 

Big  Media's  criticism  of 
Dobson  shows  once  again  that 
they  just  don't  get  it  — 
America's  parents  don't  want 
SpongeBob,  Big  Bird  and  Elmo 
co-opted  in  an  effort  to  per- 
suaae  their  kids  lhat  homosex¬ 
uality  is  "normal  and  natural." 

Dobson  sounded  the  alarm 
and  now  the  liberal  press  is  tak¬ 
ing  him  to  task.  By  distorting  the 
facts  they  are  attempting  to 
marginalize  him  and  undermine 
his  influence.  Clear-thinking 
Americans  won't  buy  it  — 
they've  trusted  Dobson’s  advice 
for  27  years  and  will  see  through 
the  media's  SpongeBob  charade. 

Maier  is  a  child  and  family 
psychologist.  He  is  co-author  of 
Marriage  on  Trial:  The  Case 
Against  Same-Sex  Marriage  and 
Parenting  (InterVarsity  Press, 
2004),  available  online  at 
uhvw.lifewaystores.com.  His  com¬ 
mentary  appears  courtesy  of 
^ptist  Press. 
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York  City's  derk.  They  are  repre- 
seated  in  part  by  the  nomosexu- 
al  le^al  group  Lambda  Legal. 

Lmg-Cohan  ruled  that  the 
state's  current  marriage  laws 
lated  the  due  process  and  equal 

?rotection  clauses  of  the  New  Pro-family  leaders  criticized 
brk  constitution.  "[T]he  institu-  Ling-Cohan  s  ruling.  "To  pre- 
tion  of  marriage  has  evolved  serve  marriage  we  have  to  win 
over  time,"  she  wrote  in  her  62-  100%  of  the  time,"  Mathew 

page  decision.  "...The  exclusion  Staver,  president  of  the  pro¬ 
of  plainti^  from  entering  into  family  legal  group  Liber^ 
civu  marriage  indisputabfy  dis-  Counsel,  told  Baptist  Press.  "To 
criminates  against  mem  on  the  destroy  the  institution,  we 
basis  of  sexual  orientation."  only  need  one  loss,  and  that's 

Ling-Cohan  sits  on  the  state  another  reason  why  we  j 
Supreme  Court,  which  is  at  the  constitutional  amendments  on 
trial-court  level  iA  New  York's  the  state  cmd  federal  level." 
legal  system.  The  Court  of  Liberty  Counsel  filed  a 
i^peals  is  the  hipest  court,  friend-or-the-court  brief, 
NewYorkisthethirastateinthe  defending  the  state  law.  The  State 
past  16  months  where  a  court  has  organization  represented 
ruled  for  same-sex  marriage.  In  f’ 

November  2003,  Massachusetts'  New  York  1 
highest  court  legalized  gay  mar-  Council,  and  Conservative 
riage.  The  ruling  took  effect  last  Party  Chairman  Mike  Long, 

’  ■  —  ■  j---  •-  Figuring  prorr- - 

Ling-Cohan's  Me' 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


Ling-Cohan  said  the  five  She  s 
same-sex  couples  have  suffered  days  to 
imder  a  "caste-determined  sta-  appeal, 
tus"  of  marriage  laws.  She  ch^ges 
wrote  fondly  or  the  five  cou¬ 
ples,  calling  them  "committed 
and  loving  relationships." 

"Permitting  plaintiffs  to 
marry  would  confer  innumer- 
need  able  tangible  and  intangible  ben- 
efits  for  them  and  their  Chilean 
while  causing  harm  to  no  ofle," 
Ling-Cohan  wrote.  "Defendant 
has  articulated  no  legitimate 
)urpose  that  is  rationally 
I  served  by  a  bar  to  same-sex  mar-  the  curr 
three  state  legislators,  the  riage,  let  alone  a  compelling  'husban( 
Family  Policy  State  interest  in  such  a  bar."  'bride,'  a 

"  ■ .  j  Staver  criticized  the  deci-  evant  se 

sion's  reasoning.  "I'm  astound-  Relation 
in  ed  by  the  decision  because  the  be  consi 
as  court  invents  the  'fundamental  and  all 
lat  right  to  choose  one's  spouse,"'  they  apj 
ge  he  said.  "It  also  states  that  tions  of 
of  there's  no  legitimate  [state] .  Law,  art 
.S.  interest  or  purpose  in  the  mat  to  appl) 
?r-  riage  laws.  And  she  finds  on  or  womi 
vs  her  own  that  same-sex  'mar-  New 
ed  riage'  will  not  cause  anyone  currently 
les  harm.  Those  are  astounding  its  man 
!n.  conclusions  by  a  single  judge.'  lawsiiits 
ed  Ling-Cohan  compared  the  Marriag 
ad  current  bans  on  same-sex  mar-  ing.  DC 
riage  to  former  bans  on  interra-  option  o 
cial  marriage.  In  fact,  the  first  state's  : 
~  five  pages  of  her  ruling  struck  c 
recounted  the  history  of  the  p^esum^ 
interracial  bans,  which  were  recoaip 
struck  down  for  good  in  the  Whih 
U.S.  Supreme  Court's  1967  have  la 
Loving  V.  Virginia  case.  same-se 

"It  was  onlv  less  than  40  not  one 
years  ago  that  the  United  States  states,  tl 
Supreme  Court  held  that  anti-  in  their 
miscegenation  statutes,  adopt-  A  17th  « 
ed  to  prevent  marriages  stitutior 
between  persons  solely  on  the  the  state 
basis  of  racial  classification,  vio-  ban  sarr 
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Canada  debates  martiage 

OTTOWA,  QUEBEC  (BP)  —  The  move  to  legalize  same- 
sex  marriage  in  C<mada  officially  began  Feb.  1,  when  the 
governing  Liberty  Party  introduced  legislation  that  would 
redefine  marriage  coast-to-coast.  Although  the  bill  is 
favored  to  pass,  mere  are  no  guarantees.  It  needs  154  votes 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  with  a  Globe  and  Mail  newspa- 

f  er  survey  showing  it  already  has  139  supporters.  Another 
18  MPs  (members  of  Parliament)  say  they'll  vote  against  it, 
while  49  are  undecided  or  refu^  to  reply  to  the  survey. 
T^e  Liberals  want  to  see  it  passed  by  the  end  of  June,  when 
Parliament  breaks  for  the  summer.  Although  same  -sex  mar¬ 
riage  already  is  legal  in  seven  provinces  and  one  territory  — 
thanks  to  a  series  of  court  rulings  —  the  bill  would  legalize 
it  in  the  remainder  of  the  coun^,  including  Alberta,  where 
the  bill  is  unpopular.  "Canada  is  a  land  built  on  a  tradition 
of  tolerance  and  respect,  rooted  in  a  Charter  that  protects 
the  equality  rmhts  of  all  Canadians,"  Liberal  Justice 
Minister  Irwin  CrHler  said  in  a  statement.  "Extending  civil 
marriage  to  same-sex  couples  does  not  take  away  the 
of  any  others,  nor  does  it  relate  to  religious  marriage."  The 
new  definition  of  marriage  would  ignore  references  to  sex 
and  would  ifiwd/  "Marriage,  for  civil  purposes,  is  the  lawful 
union  of  two  persons  to  the  exclusion  of  sU  others."  The 
islation  is  Icnsitln  as  Bifl  C-38.  Consefvative  Party  leader 
Stephm  Haii^  who  opposes  the  bilL  had  hoped  to  add 
amen^estsdhat  woula  piStect  ^  traditional  of  marriage 
while^aliittttcivil  unidha — a  compromise  of  sorts.  That 
cti-afwy  rthrniiTif  to  be  initopaidy.  Ijhe.bdl'is  written  in  a 

amend,"  Harper  said  iri  a 
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Millions  of  children  frolic  each  day  with  a  certain  purple  dinosaur, 
thanks  in  part  to  Southwestern  Seminary  student  Dan  Merrell. 
Merrell  is  full-time  director  of  marketing  for  the  home  video  division 
of  the  Lyons  Group,  producer  of  Barney  the  Dinosaur. 
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Clue:  A  =  G 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  erKoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  tp  last  week's 
puzzle:  Malachi  Two:  Nine. 


Members  of  Wellman  Church,  Brookhaven,  welcome  home  pastor 
Steve  Smith,  believed  to  be  the  state's  first  Southern  Baptist  pastor  to 
complete  a  marathon  race.  He  finished  the  Mississippi  Marathon  in 
Jackson  JS  three  hours  and  12  minutes. 


David  R.  Grant,  pastor  of  Drew  Church,  receives  a  1955  Ford  Fairlane 
V-8  Town  Sedan  as  a  gift  from  the  church.  The  church  also  provides  an 
expense  account  for  the  operation  of  the  pastor's  automobile. 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in  your  own 
words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinnedX 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  deatti.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
'my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churcn  for  spiritual 
guidance. 


A  Violent  World 

A  U.S.  Senate  hearing  was 
held  the  second  week  in 
September  2003,  to  hear  about 
the  impact  of  violerKe  world¬ 
wide.  numbers  are  stagger¬ 
ing!  When  you  and  I  hear  of 
someone  who  has  been  killed, 
murdered,  or  destroyed  because 
of  anger  and  violent  outbursts, 
we  are  really  only  pulled  into  the 
thought  process  if  we  know  the 
person.  Maybe  we  stop  and  think 
about  it  if  it  is  a  celebnty.  We  cer¬ 
tainly  are  in  anguish  if  it  is  a 
Wend,  but  consider  this:  annucd- 
ly,  one  and  a  half  million  people 
oie  because  of  violent  outbursts! 

Now,  think  about  it  in  these 
terms.  Between  the  ages  of  15- 
44,  the  number  one  cause  of 
death  in  the  worldwide  popu¬ 
lation  i5  violence.  It  is  heart¬ 
breaking  and  incredibly  painful 
when  you  realize  that  there 
seems&to  be  no  answer  for  the 
dilemnta.  While  I'm  grateful 
that  a  Senate  hearing  raised 
awareness.  I'm  fairly  sure  that 
few  answers  have  come  for 
solving  the  problem. 

One  thing  is  for  sure  —  the 
problem  did  not  just  begin  last 
year,  the  year  before,  wim  9-11, 
^etnam.  World  War  n,  or  the 
activities  of  terrorists  that  we 
have  watched  over  the  years. 
When  you  stop  and  think  about 
it,  it  appears  that  the  problem 
beg^  nght  around  the  Garden 
of  Eden  when  one-fourth  of  the 
people  alive  at  the  time  died 
because  of  a  violent  act. 
Following  their  worship  time,  a 
man  named  Cain  went  out  and 
killed  his  brother  Abel.  Cain 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer  ^ 
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ito  the  arrived  at  worship  out  of  sorts 
)w  the  wittr  God  and  uncaring  about 
1  think  his  brother  and  the  world 
Vecer-  around  him.  Later,  when  he 
it  is  a  thought  that  he  could  get  by 
nnucd-  widi  it,  his  anger  spilled  over 
people  into  an  act  of  vimence  and  death. 
)ursts!  He  destroyed  his  brother  Abel. 

L  these  While  this  might  not  be  any 
of  15-  source  of  comfort,  it  is  a  source 
Lise  of  of  reality  that  what  we  are  deal- 
popu-  ing  with  today  did  not  begin 
heart-  yesterday.  What  appears  to  oe 
lainful  something  that  began  with  our 
there  early  ancestors  and  looks  as 
or  the  though  it  happened  near  the 
•ateful  Garden,  actually  began  in  the 
raised  heart.  Even  today,  while  vio- 
re  that  lence  may  appear  to  be  engen- 
le  for  dered  in  a  certain  segment  of 
the  culture  or  to  be  seen  more 
—  the  frequently  in  some  fully  edu- 
jn  last  cated  or  poverty-stricken  soci- 
h  9-11,  ety,  it  is  now  as  it  was  then  an 
or  the  issue  of  the  heart, 
lat  we  You  may  recall  that  Jesus 
years,  clearly  and  strongly  addressed 
:  about  this  problem  in  the  Sermon  on 
•oblem  the  Mount.  In  Matthew  5:21,  He 
harden  said,  "You  have  heard  that  it  has 
of  the  been  said  by  them  of  old  times 
?  died  that  thou  shalt  not  kill  and 
t  act.  whosoever  shall  kill  shall  be  in 
dme,  a  danger  of  the  judgment."  Yet,  in 
ut  and  verse  22,  Jesus  brought  a  new, 
.  Cain  deeper,  more  challenging  and 


far-reaching  understanding  of 
violence  and  hate  in  our  hearts 
when  He  said,  "But  I  say  unto 
you  that  whosoever  is  angry 
with  his  brother  without  a  cause 
shall  be  in  danger  of  the  judg¬ 
ment,  and  whosoever  shall  say 
to  his  brother,  'Racca!'  shall  be 
in  danger  of  the  counsel,  and 
whosoever  shall  say  'Thou  fool!' 
shall  be  in  danger  of  hell  fire." 

The  way  Jesus  thought 
about  violence  brings  us  to 
imderstand  that  our  attitudes 
toward  each  other  and  the 
words  we  say  can  be  destruc¬ 
tive.  It  makes  you  wonder,  in 
addition  to  the  one  and  a  half 
million  people  killed  by  vio¬ 
lence  every  year,  how  many 
others  are  destroyed.  I  wonder 
how  many  people  have  their 
character  assassinated  at 
church.  I  wonder  how  many 
well-intended  acts  of  kindness 
are  broken  by  misguided  and 
bitter  interpretations. 

Sadly,  everywhere  you  turn 
you  see  rage.  There  inroad  rage, 
check-out  counter  rage,  inar- 
riage  rage,  sports  events  rage,  I 
don't  like  the  songs  we  sing  at 
church  rage,  I  didn't  get  my 
way  rage,  I  don't  like  it  mat  you 

Sot  your  way  rage,  the  people 
lat  work  arouna  me  don't  like 


me  rage,  I  don't  like  the  people 
I  have  to  work  with  rage,  my 
parents  are  terrible  people  rage, 
and  anger,  hostility,  and  vio¬ 
lence  rage.  I  suppose  that  the 
United  States  Senate,  with  all  its 
influence  and  power,  cannot 
make  any  decisions  that  would 
make  a  difference  in  our  world 
of  violence.  I  certainly  could 
not,  but  you  know  what?  God 
can!  In  fact,  God  alone  is  the 
one  who  can  make  a  difference 
in  our  violent  hearts. 

Though  I  do  not  speak 
Chinese,  I  have  read  that  in 
Chinese  the  word  "crisis"  is 
made  up  of  two  characters  — 
one  meaning  "danger"  and  the 
other  mearung  "opportunity." 
In  the  crisis  of  our  anger,  there 
is  the  great  opportunity  for 
God  to  exercise  His  power  to 
keep  us  under  control,  to  cause 
us  to  act  in  love  rather  than 
react  in  hate,  and  to  enable  us 
to  make  a  difference  that  will 
help  rather  than  impact  people 
in  a  way  that  will  hurt. 

Over  a  thousand  times  I 
have  thojught  about  the  wisdom 
given  to  me  years  ago  by  an  old 
pastor.  He  said,  '7ini,  there  are 
going  to  be  a  lot  of  times  when 
you  want  to  spit,  but  you  better 
swallow!"  While  you  and  I  may 
not  be  able  to  stop  all  of  the  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  world,  maybe  today 
as  we  walk  with  God  we  can 
find  Him  there  at  every 
moment  of  emotional  need  say¬ 
ing,  "Swallow,  my  child,  for  I 
am  with  you." 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


Magazine  notes  Baptists  on  'influentiar  list 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Joining 
Billy  and  Franklin  Graham  on  Time  maga¬ 
zine's  list  of  the  25  "Most  Influential 
Evangelicals  in  America"  were  Southern 
MDtists  Rick  Warren,  Richard  Land, 
Chuck  Colson,  and  Tim  &  Beverly 
LaHaye.  "American  Evangelicalism 
seems  to  defy  unity,  let  mone  hier¬ 
archy,"  Time  said  m  its  February  7 
ssue.  "Yet  its  members  share 
basic  commitments.  Time's  list 
focuses  on  those  whose  influ¬ 
ence  is  on  the  rise  or  who  have 
carved  out  a  singular  role." 
Time  dubbed  Warren 
America's  New  People's 
Pastor,"  noting  that  his  book. 
The  Purpose-Driven  Life,  has 
sold  more  than  20  million 
copies  over  the  past  two 
years  and  is  the  b«t-selling 
hardback  in  United  States 
listory.  The  magazine  said 
when  Warren  —  pastor  of 
Saddleback  Church  in 
Lake  Forest,  Calif.  — 
took  the  podium  to  pray 
on  the  dosing  night  of 
BUly  Grahanvs  crusade 
at  the  Rose  Bowl  in 
November,  the  82,000 
people  cheered  as  if  he  had  scored 
the  winnine  touchdown. 

Franklin  Graham  is  heir^to 
the  throne  of  the  Billy  Grahaih  organiza¬ 
tion,  many  believe  that  Warren,  51,  is  the 
successor  to  the  elder  Graham  for  the  role 
of  America's  minister,"  Time  said. 
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Land,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  Commission, 
filled  the  slot  of  "God's  Lobbyist"  on 
Time's  list.  The  magazine  focused  on 
Land's  connections  to  the  White  House 
and  his  influential  role  in  shaping  the 
Bush  administration's  social  policies. 

"The  men  around  his  longtime  friend 
George  W.  Bush  don't  sit  aroimd  waiting 
for  Land's  call,"  Time  said.  "They  reach  out 
to  him,  individually  and  as  part  of  a  week¬ 
ly  teleconference  with  other  Christian  con¬ 
servatives,  to  plot  strategy  on  such  issues 
as  gay  marriage  and  abortion." 

Colson,  once  imprisoned  for  his  role 
in  the  Watergate  scandal  as  an  aide  to 
President  Rioiard  Nixon,  made  Time's 
list  as  "Reborn  and  Rehabilitated."  The 
founder  of  Prison  Fellowship  was  com¬ 
mended  by  Time  for  helping  to  define 
compassionate  conservatism  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  model  for  faith-based  initiatives. 
Today  he  is  active  in  politics,  advising 
Karl  Rove  on  Sudan  policy  and  lobbying 
against  same-sex  marriage.  Time  said. 

As  "The  Christian  Power  Couple,"  Tim 
and  Beverly  LaHaye  share  a  spot  on 
Time's  list.  Tim  LaHaye  helped  found 
Jerry  Falwell's  Moral  Mmority,  but  it's  his 
coaiithoring  of  the  "Left  Benind"  series 
that  will  leave  a  lasting  mark.  Time  said. 
The  series  has  sold  more  than  42  million 
copies  and  served  to  set  the  image  people 
have  about  how  the  world  Will  end. 

Beverly  LaHaye  founded  Concerned 
Women  for  America,  one  of  the  most 
influential  pro-life,  pro-traditional  mar¬ 
riage  organizations  m  Washington. 
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Evangelists  Billy  and  Franklin  Graham 
also  share  a  spot  among  the  25  most  influ¬ 
ential  evangjdicals  as  Tather  and  Son  in 
the  Spirit."  Time  said  while  the  father  has 
had  the  ear  of  presidents  for  five  decades, 
he  has  largely  kept  his  distance  from  pol¬ 
itics  and  aevoteci  his  life  to  saving  souls. 
The  son,  on  the  other  hand,  is  more  eager 
to  step  into  the  political  spotlight  and 
give  his  opinion  on  issues  such  as  homo¬ 
sexuality  or  the  Iraq  war.  Time  noted. 

"Dr.  Graham,  having  [ministered]  to 
many  Presidents,  is  more  private  about  his 
counsel  than  Franklin,  who  speaks  more  to 
average  Americans  than  their  leaders," 
Rod  Parsl^,  pastor  of  World  Harvest 
Church  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  told  Time. 

Others  on  Time's  list  of  the  25  Most 
Influential  Evangelicals  were  James  Dobson, 
founder  of  Focus  on  the  Family;  Rick 
Santorum,  the  Senate's  third-ranking 
Republican  and  a  Catholic  leader  in  pro-life 
and  pro-family  socicil  causes;  Jay  Sekulow, 
chief  counsel  of  the  American  Center  for 
Law  &  Justice;  Richard  John  Neuhaus,  a 
Catholic  priest  who  counsels  President  Bush 
on  religious  matters;  Mark  Noll,  a  scholar 
who  contends  that  a  hi^  view  of  the  Bible 
cind  high-level  participation  in  American 
inteUectuad  life  c<in  coexist;  J.I.  Packer,  an 
Oxford-trained  theologian,  executive  editor 
of  Christicinity  Today  and  author  of  the 
cross-dervominationally  celebrated  "Knowing 
God";  David  Barton,  vice  chair  of  the  Texas 
Republican  Party  and  a  loud  voice  in  the 
church-state  separation  d^ate;  Doug  Coe, 
director  of  the  Fellowship  Foundation 
which  hosts  the  National  Prayer  Breakfast. 

— - February  10, 2005 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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Through  Media 


,May6-7,  2005  ^ 

Park  Place  Baptistt  Church,  Pearl 

WTM  Workshops 


•  “Nuts  and  Bolts”  of  Camera  Operation  -  Led  by  Don  Warren  and 
David  Bunger 

Participants  will  walk  through  the  basic  camera  operations  such  as 
framing,  functions  and  camera  directions. 

•  Getting  Started  on  the  Web  -  Led  by  J.C.  Howell 

Internet  beginners  can  see  what  you  need  to  know  about  getting  on 
line  and  publishing  a' church  Web  page. 

•  How  Did  They  Do  That? 

(1  hour  session  for  everyone)  Examples  will  be  shown.  Share  your 
samples  ...  bring  on  VHS  format. 

•  Creative  Production  -  Led  by  Don  Warren  and  David  Bunger 

Creating  spots,  outreach  videos,  devotional  thoughts,  VBS  promotion, 
budget  presentations  and  others  for  the  iocal  church. 

•  Sound  Advice  Basic  -  Led  by  Trooper  Haies 

Participants  will  receive  audio  tips  and  production  techniques  for  the 
sound  operator  (house  and  broadcast). 

•  Sound  Advice  Advanced  -  Led  by  Trooper  Haies 

This  question  and  answer  format  workshop  will  go  a  step  further  in 
helping  both  broadcast  and  house  audio  operators  with 
practical  help. 

•  Advanced  Web  Site  Design  -  Led  by  J.C.  Howell 

Participants  who  have  a  basic  krxywledge  of  Web  site  design  and 
want  to  take  your  church  Web  page  to  the  next  level. 

•  Non-Linear  Editing  for  Weekly  Church  Broadcast  -  Led  by  Lynn  Bullock 
It  you  are  still  using  traditional  tape  based  editing  to  edit  your  weekly 
worship  service,  this  session  will  demonstrate  an  efficient  solution  for 
using  today’s  low  cost  non-linear  systems  to  simplify  the  process. 

•  Projection  Systems  Forum  -  Led  by  Ian  Richardson 

If  you  are  interested  in,  familiar  with^  just  bought  or  looking  for  ways  to 
use  your  video  projection  system,  this  question  and  answer  format 
workshop  is  for  you. 


Reservation  Deadline  is  April  IS,  2005  *  Full  refunds  prior  to  April  15,  2005.  No  refund 
after  that  date.  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  or  REGISTRATION,  contact  Judy  Chen, 
Communication  Services,  601-292'3378  or  1-800-748-1651 


MEN’S  CONFERENCE 

•  Led  by  Randy  Impson,  pastor,  Calvary  BC,  Starkville,  &  former 
singles  minister 

WOMEN’S  CONFERENCE 

•  “Discovering  God’s  Will"  led  by  Gwen  Williams  (Miss  Chocolate), 
New  Orleans 

OTHER  CONFERENCES: 

•  Picking  Up  The  Pieces  •  A  Servant  Heart 

•  Truth  Through  Humor 

(more  conferences  will  be  announced  at  a  later  date) 

EVENTS 

•  Seafood  Banquet 

•  Afternoons  free  with  options  for  a  trip  to  New  Orleans  to  do 
missions  or  for  other  fun  trips 
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KEYNOTE  SPEAKER:  DIANNE  SWAIN 

Fresh  Spirit  Ministries,  North  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
author  of  “My  Divorce  Hurts  Worse  At  Church” 

CONFERENCES: 

•  Divorce  •  Never  Married  •  Widows  •  Single  Parenting 
Cost:  $10,  includes  lunch 

(Registration  deadline  is  June  13  for  meeting/meal.) 

If  not  preregistered,  you  may  pay  $5  at  door  but  will  not  include  meal.  For 
more  information  call  Phillip  at  601-544-1794. 


For  more  info,  contact  Glenn  Shows:  Phone,  601-292-3373  or 
1-800-746-1651  or  E-mail,  gshows@mbcb.org. 


S£^^/0R  Af^ui.r  ZPRihIG  RMUE-S 


TUESDAY,  MARCH  8 

FBC,  Long  Beach 
Speaker;  Frank  Gunn 
Contact  Betty  -  228-864-2584 


•  TUESDAY,  MARCH  15 

FBC,  Columbia 
Speaker:  Frank  Pollard 
Contact  Archie  -  601  -736-2254 


•  THURSDAY,  MARCH  10  •  MONDAY,  MARCH  28 

Fairvlew  BC,  Columbus  West  Jackson  Street  BC,  Tupelo 

Speaker:  Charles  Gentry  Contact  Jim  -  662-256-8778 

Contact  Tommy  -  662-328-2924 

For  mxe  info,  contact  Glenn  Shows:  Phone,  601-292-3373  or  1-800-748-1651  or  E-mail,  gshows@mbcb.org. 


•  TUESDAY,  APRIL  5 

Briarwood,  Meridian 
Speaker;  Henry  Lyons,  Alabama 
Contact  Buddy  -  601  -Ml  -8668 

•  TUESDAY,  APRIL  12 

Emmanuel  BC,  Grenada 
Contact  Barry  -  662-226-5316 

•  THURSDAY,  APRIL  14 

FBC,  McComb 

Contact  Talmadge  -  601-833-8111 
Speaker;  Tommy  King,  William  Carey 
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March  31 -April  2. 2005 
CHURCH  tlBRARY 
MINISTRY  RETREAT 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 


FESTIVAL  Often  some- 
tMi(|  ter  the  entire 
church  temliy: 
conferences  to  help  your 
church  stuff  be  more 
creativein  theworship 
senAce^  to  better  ecpAp 
youth  uMsteiVleaden 
ter  youth  ministry  end 
misrion  opportunities  to 
examine  preat  old  end 
new  approaches  to 
recreatioic  and  to 
explore  ways  to  use 


erences  and  Leaders 


Thmdciy,  MoRih  31 
2.-00  p.m.  Registration  opens 
5:00  Supper,  Dining  Room 

6:00  Conference  1 

BUtDfiG1}CCOLl£C110N>LedbyMarfyWc)0^  7-^^  vvorship 

8:45  Ice  Cream  Feilouvship 

PIX)M01K)NCONCEP1S-L^  FHdciy,  April  1 

BASC  SEARS  AND  DEWEY -Led  by  Eva  Nel  Hunter  7:30a.m.  ^Devo^ 

8:00  Breaicfest,  Dmin^  Room 

GETTN  AND  Kra’^NSIAFF- Led  by  Eva  Nel  Hunter  9:00  Conference  1  conclusion 
sroiMauNG-UdbyEvaNelHmtef 

HANDMADE  GREE1MG  CARDS -Led  by  SuionRobinion  12:15  pm  Lunch,  Dining  Room 

liX)  Free  lime 

PH0TOSIWHV-l«lbyT)mNk*Olas  5«,  Supper,  Dini<*  Room 

■  _  ,  ^  ^  e_  6^)0  Conference  2  conclusion 

Each  morning  on  the  screened  In  -  vw«hin 

porch  at  Patterson  Place,  beloved  pSCISipTene 

award-winnino  novelst  8aiudoy,Aprii2 

raw  BLACKSTOCK  Wti  be  leadhg  7J0a.m.  Pbrdi  Devotional 

OUrporchdeVOtfonalsat7',30am  8:00  Breakfest,  Dining  Room 

WORSHP  LEADER- Tom  Pralher  ^5 

RDRIi01ElfORMAI10NaREGISmAnON,cori»(XtJ^  Conference  3  condusion 

CommunteoHon  Setvteei,  601-292^8  or  1-800-748-1661  Noon  Conchxfe 


Rist  Amiiial  Hispank  Women^s  Retreat 

Primer  Retiro  Anual  de  Mujeres  Hispanas 

"'In  Yburpmenceis fuUnas cf  joy.,.*' Psalm  16:11 

“Ert  tu  presencia  hay  plenitud  de  gozo..."  Salmo  16:11 

Maidi  18'19, 2005 
18-19  de  Marzo  de  2005 
Cenfxal  Hills  Baptirt  Retreat 
Kosdtiillco,  Miss. 

BWkshsdifr  testimonies,  music,  prayer,  fellowship 

Estudio  Btblico,  testimonios,  alabanzas,  grupos  de 
oracidn,  companerismo 


REGISTRAnON  roRM 

FORMULARIO  DE  REGISTRACfON 


Persona  Encargada 


Tel^fono: 


Direcci6n: 


Ciudad 


Estado: _ ^C6digo: 


Correo  electr6nico: 


En  un  papel  aparte:  Nombres  de  las  mujeres  que  asisten  con  usted: 


Nombres  y  edades  de  los  niAos  que  asisten: 


MAaiQt  ENVlE  A: 


OONIACK 

Para  mds  informacidn 
comuniquese  con: 

Hna.  Damaris  Medina 

moer-om 


Costo:  $15  por  persona 


Habr^  cuidado  de  nifk)s 


Por  favor  haga  los  cheques  a  favor  de: 


Regislffei6n  empieza  a  las  2KX)  p.m.  el  ^^emes  18  de  Marzo 
■ttem|teterMliRlll3  Olthno  plazo  para  legistrarse  13  de  Marzo 


Oltimo  pl^o  para  registrarse  13  de  Marzo 


STATE  MINISTRY  ASSISTANTS  CONFERENCE 

April  4-5,  2005 

Devoted  to  You 


r?iii  IT  ijiT 


Preregistration 


McLauiin  Heists  Baptist  Chuidi 
Pearl,  Mardi  4-5, 2005 


FecthralOioi 
Rkk  Greene 


FRIDAY, 
6:30  pm 

9:30  pm 


9^  pJti. 
9:45  pm 


MARCH4 

PMMOe  OF  CHCTms^  OiSeMBLBS, 

DRAMA  TEAMS 

CREATIVE  MfPHSTRV  TRACKS 

•  Dtmm 

•  Prdif€  tmds 

•  Vacs  SSo  CaachSg 

IflfCrpfVflfv  PWfMlWf 

•  Mtfic/CMalfK*  MM»f»y 

Oreetw*  WorMwp 
PRAISE  MND  PUMT-OFF 
DISMISS 


SATUOMY,  MARCH  $ 

M0MU  COMSMeP  Olons  REMEMISM. 
RMSmi.  ONMRtREMI  v 

RMS  AM.  OtOK  RSHEMISM. 
ifcSDAiM.  PumnAiiON  OF  pmiYM.  Mu«c 
1200  pm  AlWMO  <StflFlCAf»  AM>  DISMISS 
S«M«  CMM  UHraN 


March  4-6 


FEATinONG 

PROGRAM  Gl'FSTS 

\  ' 


RAMI!,  MmmIiir,  Esmf 


mMfcmrn 

MUSIC  &  DRAMA 


Cost:  $25  per  person 


KT'***^ 

tiMtS 

SSSSSSmmp 

9mm 

SUNDAY 

i 

February  1 1  -24,  2005 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


'"To  be  UttLe  With  Qo^  in  prater  is  to  he  Little  for  Qo}>  in  seryJice.  Much 
secret  prater  means  much  public  poWer 

h^  an  'Unknown  Christian 


For  (1)  Race  RecoiciiUian  (CAC  For  (1)  Focus  on  Missions  For:  (1)  VBSlimipStart,  !  Bill  George,  Brentwood,  ’  FoR(1)MBREAConventian,FBQ 

Emphasis);  (2)  The  Mexican  Utrough  WMU  Organizations,  '  Liberty  BC,  Flowood,  9  a.m.  -  |  Tenn.,  wtm  as  a  stiate^  CuK^17lh-1iNh(CC);  (2) 

Central  Region  Baptist  14th  -  20th;  (2)  Pi^  for  the  >  noon  (SS);  (2)  "About  90  chit-  for  the  Tennessee  Baptist  MisHssippi  Ba^  Outh  Musk 

Convention  includes  all  of  Sri  Lankans  living  in  Milan,  '  dren  and  teens,  as  well  as  a  >  Convention.  There  are  Confer^,  FVQ  Ocean  Springs, 

Mexico  City  ail  so^terches  Italy,  with  nAom  has  few  aduhst,^  afHISng  the  '  420,000  Aifeand^ricans  !  ITtfi-ItthlQft  (TTIIMBan 
in1bliicaandl|datgo.ilRyiiave  recently  opeied  s^fcl  doors  ChronoloBd  Bifkattorying  '  living  in  HilMrMhm  area.  opporhmity  tolrintanifaBlrlHile 

agoalofstartit^SOOneilhouse  of  reiatHmshk.  mnnre  in  Village  S  McoanmM,''  Prm  that  C|d  Mll^ourage  Scripture  porti«  anM  the  Slti 

cmirches  by  Nov.  2nl9^Tray  that  Buddhists.  Pray  that  niis  peo-  writes  me  BoryantSm  of  individuals  lo  panNn’ with  of  Ethiapia.Pi^fonm«im  about 

national  churches  will  be  willing  pie  group  would  be  open  to  Russia.  Pra^  that  the  Lord  ■  churches  and  church  planters  which  Scripture  portions  should  be 

to  plant  house  churches  all  over^  ;  recewe  Christ  while  tney  are  would  begin  a  church  in  this  ‘  to  reach  the  harvest.  reproduced  since  very  little  has 

NcNTthwest  Mexico  City.  hu*  from  home.  village.  been  tramlated  at  this  point 


|i0RO)ChriMiwE*tcation 
Cfisdc,  HWifand  BC,  Msidun 
(DtfMM2)  Hank  God  with 


For  (1)  Hinank  PMors' 
RgkaaL  Ulseriah  CVKhata, 

I  nisinrMr.  iJlh  ITIh 
(CPD);  d^jgttjsd  LJtida 

EUdiartCanliHmlly' Baptist 
Churdi  plait  In  ifilti- 
hoiisti^  venues  in 
Cassopolis,  Mich.  The  cur¬ 
rent  locatian  is  not  working 
out  Pray  for  a  new  location. 


Bkhi  in  ic|dhi|tdWl  da 
MhNMdM  cwsiiauiaty 
there  and  for  those  from  other 
countries  who  have  come  to 
know  Christ  while  in  Brazil. 


For  (1)  North  Mississippi  Asian  Indians  of  East  Africa. 

Ptttor  &  Wife  Retreat,  Blue  One  is  a  believer  and  one  is 
Mountain  College,  Blue  j  not  Their  husbands  verbally 
Mountain,  6  pjn.,  18th  -  I  and  physically  abuse  them 
2JIJII.,  19tlwwLC||fTtt  State  and  their  tflis.  igt^^t  these 
BtiU  Retieat7wm0Gv^>y^^  nien  will  b«on^m|Bl  ^  the 
Clinton,  b  pjit  p.m.,  overwhelmilg  ssmSf  God's 

19th  (CL(iM);i3)  netiK  pray  love  for  them^aiinnll  desire 
today  for  Prmie  Minister  |ohin  '  to  show  the  same  love  to 
Winston  Howard  of  Austria.  !  their  family  instead  of  abuse. 
Pray  for  two  ladies  among  the 


Cky  Carrigan,  Wake  Forrest, 
N.C,  K  a  national  missionary 
for  interfahh  evangelism.  Pray 
forhimandlwfeiiiilyashe 
travels  and  teadNl  ooRn  to 
share  the  gospel  with  people 
who  are  dcvim  fo  rengions 
and  cults  that  cannot  take 
them  to  heaven. 


Holdden  Harvest-laiwan  Team 
memben  Mike  and  Carolyn 
MMcr  report  that  a  20-yeairold 
new  befinvfo  linwan,  J,  was 
critkaljy  ii^ra  iifltaiiolorcy- 
de  accidefl|,<lfe  btSe  only 
befiever  inlfofaniilypand  his 
parenb  are  lookhw  to  the 
church  for  strengto  and  diiec- 
tioa  Please  pray  for  J's  heating 
and  the  saivkion  of  Ms  fetnily. 


Please  pray  for  a  seeker  Bible 
sti^  being  held  in  a  fectory 
in  Xamen,  China.  Hie  owner 
of  the  facjkqi^  fAristian 
and  wantirto  toach^  to  his 
employeeSrHfo  bpBtoing 
empioymoi  had  MMliidy  to 
teach  non-Christians  the 
gospel.  Pray  that  many  work¬ 
ers  and  their  families  will  be 
reached  through  thb  group. 


In  Indonesia,  a  negative  attitude 
tawaidi  CbridiaBi  osatinues  to  now. 


John  and  Rhonda  Gaskin  min¬ 
ister  to  students  at  HatkeN 
bufian  Natrons  University  in 
Lawrence,  JfotoPiayJhat  God 
will  movein  a^hMlt  way 
amoiK  AffletscanSid|His. 

Pray  for  thpoiiipiOT^  equip 
students  to  go  back  to  reser¬ 
vations  and  start  churches. 


far  Wii^  as  heanewg  prtwred  by 
Mamc  deiiitMMi^lHiwd  Shariah 
law  (skid  htaaiic  bar),  fafcrcede  far 
him  to  male  his  derisions  not  under 
the  ndfaence  of  men,  but  under  the 
biAuence  of  the  Holy  Spirit 


Encourage  a  MK 
with  a  birthday  card! 

4-3-89 

MISS  AUCIA  L  RACEY 

Parents;  Michael  .&  Annette  4-24-90 

General  Evangelism;  Western  South  MISS  KIMBLERY  E.  CARLTON 

America  Parents;  David  &  Pamela 

Strategy;  Southern  Africa 

4-4-83 

MISS  JENNIFER  L  JOHNSTON  4-2^87 

Parents;  Vincent  &  Sharon  MISS  REBEKAH  L  RAY 

Church  Planting;  Eastern  South  Parents;  Michael  &  Linda 

America  Strategy;  Central  &  Eastern  Europe 


MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  28 
FAIRVIEW  BC,  COLUMBUS 

7-9  p.m.  •  662-328-2924 

Conferences 

•  Steps  to  a  Godly  Home 
Children/Preschooler  Leaders  and  Parents 
•  Caregiving 

•  Servant  Heart  as  a  Single  Adult 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  1 
WALTHALL  BC  (NEAR  EUPORA) 

7-9  p.m.  •  662-258-3259 

Conferences 

•  Developing  Communication  Skills 
•  How  to  Handle  Finances 
•  How  the  Bible  Defines  the  Role  of  the  Spouse 


4-23-98 

MISS  LILLY  A.  FOSTER 

Parents;  Michael  &  Miranda 
Strategy;  Middle  America 


4-29-93 

MR.  CHRISTOPHER  D.  CARLTON 

Parents;  David  &  Pamela 
Strategy;  Southern  Africa 


PLEASE  NOTE 

Church  members  may  send  a  package  of  cards  together;  cards  do  not 
have  to  be  sent  individually  to  Stewardship. 


For  more  info,  contact  Glenn  Shows  , 
Phone,  601-292-3373  or  / 

1-800-746-1651  or  E-mail,  gshows@mbcb.org. 


FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be  forwarded.  Please  send  all  to: 
Child’s  name  and  parent’s  name 
MBCB  Stewardship  Dept.,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 


First  Church,  Grenada,  will 
}  host  Braided,  Not  Divided,  a  a 
marriage  and  family  enrichment  2 
conference  Feb.  11,  7-9  p.m.,  aj 
and  Feb.  12,  9  a.m.-l  p.m..  The  h 
conference  will  be  led  oy  David 
and  Rhea  Briscoe,  Elmbrook  Griffith  Memorial  Church, 
*  Church,  Brookfield,  Wis.  Cost  is  Jackson,  held  a  community-wide 
$iq/person.  Contact  the  church  Mom's  Day  of  Prayer  Jan.  15. 
office  at  (662)  226-3661  for  Sixty-five  ladies  representing 
information,  or  visit  www.fbc-  10  different  churches  attendee? 
grenada.org.  The  ladies  prayed  for  the  chil¬ 

dren  of  the  conrununity,  state. 
First  Church,  Vardaman,  nation,  and  world, 
ordained  Joe  Smith  to  the 
ministry.  He  is  available  for 
supply  and  other  preaching 
opportunities.  Contact  Smith 


Branch  Chur^  Morton,  held  Jewel  Pigg,  WMU  director,  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  New  Hope  Church,  Fbxworih, 
baby  dedication  on  January  Ludlow  Church,  Ludlow,  is  Offding,  raising  $2000  in  pledges  exceeded  their  Lottie  Moon 
1.  Shown  are  Brian,  Courtney  shown  widi  her  representation  and  dcHiaticHis.  Participating  boys  Christmas  offering  of  $4,000.00 
Gordon  with  of  Lottie  Moon,  ^e  church  are  pictured.  by  $363.65. 

gave  $2,036  to  the  Lottie  Moon 

Christmas  Offering.  New  Hope,  Foxworth,  rec-  Walker  Hill  Church,  Brandon, 

ognized  the  following  that  had  is  seeking  resumes  for  a  full- 
Mt.  Olive  Church,  Amite  perfect  attendance  in  Sunday  time  youtn/music  director  or  a 
County,  honored  Kathr^  Lewis  school  for  the  2003-2004  part-time  youth  director  «md  a 
Martin  on  November  7,  2004,  church  year.  Shown  are  Chase  part-time  music  director,  as 
with  a  tea  fellowship  and  plaque  Clark,  B.B.  Stringer,  Nancy  well  as  a  pianist.  Mail  resumes 
of  appreciation.  Lewis  has  been  Thomas,  Sherrell  Magee,  Betty  to  Walker  Hill  Baptist  Church, 
actively  involved  in  missions  Pittman,  Lynn  Mckenzie,  and  1100  Wade  Patrick  Rd.,  Brandon, 
work  for  over  sixty  four  years  Jimmy  Thomas, 
and  served  as  WMU  director. 

First  Church,  Mathiston, 

g laced  a  display  of  crosses  made  First  Church,  Vicksburg, 

y  the  Brotherhood  on  their  front  will  host  the  Annie  Moses  Band 
lawn  Jan.  8-24.  Each  cross  repre-  Feb.  18,  7  p.m.  There  is  ho 
sented  2000  abortions.  charge.  For  information,  contact 

Jim  Hess  at  (601)  636-2493. 

The  RA's 

Calhoim  City,  held  a  basketball 
shoot-out  to  raise  money  for 


(;HOOSE  •  LIFE 


Hm-h  CbmC  Bltatitm 

^  l.OtiO 

I  ,%aOKT11}lkA  A  Tias  1m  i 

HiWiMUPri  I 


Jericho  Church,  Guntown: 
Revival,  Feb.  13-16;  Sunday,  10 
ajiL  and  6  p.m.;  M<Mi.-Wed.  6’30 
p  jn.;  Flarvey  Reeves,  evar^elist; 
Marvin  Robbins,  pastor. 


Display  of  Crosses,  First  Church,  Mathiston' 


Ordination,  First  Church,  Vardaman 


RA's,  First  Church,  Calhoun  City 


Jewel  Pigg,  Ludlow  Church 


Baby  Dedication,  Branch  Church,  Morton 


OF  PRAYER 


Perfect  Attendance,  New  Hope  Church,  Foxworth 


Kathryn  Lewis 


HEATBIS,  POMPS 

FACTORV  DIRECT 

FREE  1-800-251-0679 

www.flb«»gl«MclHjn*prod.com 
nsERGiASS  Bfpnsm  CO. 

351 1  HKSOM  MRE  •  CHATTANOOGA,  TTi  3741 5  , 


Major  hospital  &  surgical  plan,  low  rates!  Helps  pay  benefits  for 
hospital  room.  Intensive  care,  surgery.  Optional  plan  offers 
Doctor's  office  visits,  prescription  drugs,  dental.  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance,  P.O.  Box  5127,  BraiKlon,  MS  39047,  877-232-0686. 


Angel  Wings  Women's  Ministry,  Griffith  Memorial  Church 


The  Baptist  Record 


February  10, 2005 


Seeking  to  be  a  university 
recognized  for  academic 
excellence  and  committment 
to  the  cause  of  Christ 


^pfSBI^HncliooI  801^018  Feb. 
18,  In  Pasdud  Studoit 

CoM^MIact  BMCs  Office 
of  at  (800)  235-0136 

or  v^fj^Mi^mcedu  for  more 
infoniilfBljK'kegistration  dead- 


A  CHRISTIAN  UNIVERSITY 


Blue  Mountain  College  and 
Union  University,  Jackson, 

Tenn.,  have  entered  into  an  a-  < 

arrangement  to  offer  a  dual 
degree  nursing  program  that  dean  of  the  Coop 
allows  students  to  earn  a  Missions  zmd  Bib 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  either  at  WHliam  Carey  < 
Biology/Chemistry,  Natural  Stqjhens. 

Science,  PWchology,  of  Social 
Science  at  BMC  and  a  Bachelor  Mississippi  Co 
of  Science  in  Nursing  from  the  31st  annual 
Union.  For  more  information.  Science  Toumame 
contact  BMC's  Office  of  Ihis  is  ttw  laige 
Admissions  at  (800)  235-0136.  competition  for  nij 

the  stete,  attracting 
Brad  Stephens,  Columbia,  frcun'  132  private 
was  awarded  the  Carpenter-  schcx>ls  in  Mississi] 
Grady  Sc^laishm  by  die  Board  scoring  in  tiie  top 
of  Ministerial  Education  of  the  written  tests  are  o 
Mississif^BmtistCcmvention.  ardiios  ranging  f 
Shown  are  Daniel  Caldwell,  $2000  per  year  tor 


Serving 
Mississippi’s 
Baptists  through 
Christian 
Education 


601.925.3800  '<  Accelefited  Degree  Program .  601.925.3979 

601.925.3225  -^6ffice  of  Christian  Devjelopment  601.925.323^ 

www.mc.edu 


Undergraduate  Admissions 
Graduate  Admissions  .  . 


Hebron  Church,  Soso,  has 
called  Laura  Jo  Wedgeworth  as 
minister  of  youth-  Wedgeworth 
previously  served  at  First 
Church,  Marion. 

Bethlehem  Church,  Winona, 
has  called  David  ^Rogers  as 
pastor.  Rogers  and  his  wife 
Carla  and  daughter  Kristen 
were  formerly  memhters  of  Ethel 
Church  where  Rogers  was  part- 
time  youth  minister. 


BAPTISTS 


Trey  Sullins  and  Family 


First  Church,  Jackson,  has 
called  Trey  Sullins  as  children's 
minister.  He  has  been  serving 
as  children's  pastor  at  South 
Biscayne  Church,  North  Pointe, 
Fla.  He  and  wife  Kristi  have 
two  children. 


•Institutes  on  biblical  praach- 

lng,laadership,  and  evangelism  Dn  Stephen 
and  David  Olford,  host  speakers  at  all  events, 
share  the  program  with  an  array  of  guest 
s  pea  kerfs) 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Westwood  Church,  Meridian, 
has  called  Corey  Fonbin  to  become 
minister  of  youth  and  children. 


Trooper  Hales 

msaudio@jam.rr.com 


P.O.Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 

Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


•  Workshops 


live  preach¬ 
ing  and  constructive  critique  of  your  ser¬ 
mons,  skills,  and  style 


for  Bibucal  Preaching 


•  Diploma  Course  finish 

in  one  year  Provides  practical,  essential 
training  in  expository  preaching  and  pasto¬ 
ral  ministry 

•  CkmlNUING  EDUCA'nOV 

potential  academic  credit  o^red  through 
affiliated  seminaries  and  Bible  colleges 

Visit  OUR  WEBSITE 
FOR SCHEDULE 

&  details!! 


The  Center  was  founded  in 
1988  to  promote  the  biblical 
exposition  of  God’s  Word  and 
to  provide  practical  training 
for  pastors,  evangelists  and 
lay  leaders  throughout  the 
world.  Drs.  Stephen  and 
David  Olford  share  an  abid¬ 
ing  passion  for  enooura^ng 
and  equipping  men  and 
women  to  rightly  divide  the 
Word  of  Truth  and  to  live 
Spirit-filled  lives.  The  ulti¬ 
mate  answer  to  problems  of 
every  age  is  the  anointed  ex- 
positoiy  preaching  of  God’s 
inerrant  and  holy  Word. 


Friday,  February  i8  at  y-.oo  p.m. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  •  JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI 
No  Tickets  Required 

Guest  Artist  Ken  Cowan 

Westminster  Choir  College  &  St.  Baratholomew’s  Church,  New  York  City 


431  North  Sute  Street  'Jackson,  Mississippi 
Infoimstioni  Andy  Swanner,  AasocUte  Minister  of  Music/Oigsnist 
601  949  1932  *  MwannerOibg.oig  ■  www.fbg.org 
Sponsored  by  First  Baptist  diareh  Jackson 
&  the  Jackson  Chapter  of  the  American  Guild  of  Organiau 


February  10, 2005 


The  Baptist  Record 


Family  Bible  Study 

How  Much  Does  Sin  Cost? 

Hosea  4:1-9;  5:13-15 
By  Frances  C.  Graham _ 


You  have  been  called  into  a 
large  room  painted  white  with 
wood  trim  and  bright  lights. 
People  sit  on  each  wde  of  the 
aisle.  You  pass  through  a  gated 
rail  and  now  stand  in  front  c>f  a 
high  seat  from  which  the  judge 
sits  in  a  modem  day  court  room. 
You  hear  someone  on  your  left 
stating  your  crime  for  me  judge 
and  you  solemnly  await  your 
sentencing  because  you  nave 
no  recourse.  The  main  thought 
you  have  is:  "Why  did  I  not  do 
what  I  knew  was  right?" 

Now  go  back  m  time  to 
about  750  D.C.  Picture  a  prophet 
of  God  standing  at  the  city  gate 
where  civic  activities  are  coiv 
ducted.  The  prophet  is  Hosea 
from  the  Normem  Kingdom  of 
Israel.  He  is  speaking  to  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  prophets  and  priests, 
rulers  and  others  from  that 
same  country  as  well  as  some 


from  Judah,  the  Southern 
Kingdom. 

Hosea  is  charged  by 
God  to  give  His  indict¬ 
ments  of  His  people, 
the  Israelites.  For  you  see,  Israel 
had  entered  into  a  covenant 
relationship  with  God.  They 
had  received  land  in  the 
Northern  Kingdom  as  a  covenant 
gift  from  God  but  they  had  not 
mlfiUed  their  part  of  the  covenant 
by  being  faithful  to  Him. 

This  court  is  called  to 
address  the  sins  of  Israel.  In  this 
case,  the  offended  party,  God, 
is  also  the  prosecutor  and 
judge.  Hosea's  role  is  to  encour¬ 
age  the  people  to  tiun  from 
their  sins  against  God  an4 
instead  to  live  their  lives  in  sub¬ 
mission  to  Him. 

The  people  are  told  they  are 
untrustworthy,  fail  to  show  com¬ 
passion  toward  others  and  lack  a 
hue  and  abiding  knowledge  of 
God.  (4:1)  The  fust  two  charges 


describe  how  God 
expects  His  people  to 
relate  to  each  other 
and  to  Him.  They  also 
describe  how  God  will 
relate  to  His  people. 

The  third  charge, 
lack  of  knowledge  of 
God,  encompasses  more 
than  just  knowing  facts. 
It  is  instead  that  the 
people  have  not  devel¬ 
oped  an  intimate  and  personal 
relationship  with  God  that 
includes  following  God's  Word 
in  their  daily  activities.  If  one 
truly  develops  this  relationship 
with  God,  they  ultimately  come 
to  be  faithful  and  loving 
toward  God  and  one  another. 

The  people's  sins  are  identi¬ 
fied  as  swearing,  lying,  killing, 
stealing  and  committmg  adul¬ 
tery,  all  violating  the  Ten 
Commandments  as  set  forth  in 
the  relationship  to  be  developed 
with  God  and  His  people. 
‘(Exodus  20:7,  13,  14,  15,  16) 
t  Violence  is  rampant  and  mur¬ 
der  such  a  common  place  that 
the  blood  of  the  victims  runs 
together,  (v.  2) 

With  sin,  judgment  follows. 
Verse  3  indicate  the  land  su^ 


fered.  drought  and  the  cattle, 
birds  and  even  the  fish  in  the 
streams  died. 

Now  the  people  in  the  court 
immediately  want  to  find 
someone  else  to  blame  for  their 
sins.  Hosea,  continuing  under 
God's  directions,  notes  they 
should  not  attempt  such  because 
accusing  others  only  increases 
problems  and  will  not  decrease 
their  own  responsibility  for 
sinning,  (v.  4) 

Hosea  then  addresses  the 
priests  and  the  prophets  who 
instead  of  teachmg  the  truth 
became  stumbling  blocks  for 
the  people  and  commit  sins 
both  day  and  night,  (v.  5)  They 
actually  feed  on  the  sins  of  the 
people  and  enjoy  their  trans¬ 
gressions  by  taking  bribes  and 
relishing  the  sin  offerings. 

They  are  the  ones  who 
should  have  taught  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  God  and  helped  the 
people  develop  that  lasting  and 
loving  relation^p  witii  the  Ixird. 

Since  the  priest  cmd  prophets 
have  ignored  Him,  He  would 
ignore  their  sons,  (v.6)  God  also 
noi^  that  He  wiU  turn  their 
'^^&ory"  into  "something  dis¬ 
graceful."  Therefore,  the  priests 


and  the  people  will  suffer  the 
same  punishment,  (v.8,  9) 
Looking  ahead,  one  finds  the 
people  remained  unwilling  to 
turn  to  God  for  healing.  (5:13) 
Instead,  they  wanted  h^p  from 
Assyria.  God  doesn't  work  like 
that  for  He  is  stronger  than  any 
foreign  power.  He  passed  judg¬ 
ment  on  the  people  and  then 
withdrew  to  await  the  people's 
repentance  and  to  allow  them 
to  search  for  His  presence  in 
their  lives.  (5:15) 

The  question  remains.  "Why 
do  we  not  always  do  what  we 
know  is  right?''  Look  at  yovu 
relationship  with  the  Lord. 
Sure,  you  might  go  to  church 
on  Sunday  and  Wednesday. 
You  might  read  your  Bible 
every  day  and  say  a  prayer. 
That  is  not  a  relationship  with 
our  Lord  and  Savior.  Bible 
study  and  prayer  simply  prepare 
us  for  the  rest  of  the  moments 
in  our  days  which  all  belong  to 
Him.  If  we  would  keep  Him 
with  us  all  day  long,  we  would 
discover  obedience  becoming  a 
reflex  reaction. 


Graham  is  a  member  of  Ahaton 
Church,  Starkville. 
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'  Explore  the  Bible 

Jesus’  Ministry  Continues 


Luke  22:14-22;  41-44;  66-71 


By  Neil  Gant 


It. 


Some  things  happen 
.  We  nev( 


that  we 

can  never  forget.  We'never  foiget 
because  we  plan  activities  that 
prompt  us  to  ifemember.  We  cele¬ 
brate  Christmas  —  because  we 
never  want  to  foiget  that  God 
invaded  human  history  with  the 
greatest  gift  of  all.  We  celebrate 
Master  —  because  we  never  want 
to  forget  ttiat  Jesus  rose  from  the 
grave  victorious  over  death.  He 
arose  and  confirmed  ttie  security 
of  our  redernption  in  Him.  The 
Hebrew  people  celebrated  the 
Passover  because  they  never 
wanted  to  forget  the  gt^eat  victory 
won  for  them  by  Jehovah  in  the 
Exodus  from  Egypt.  He  never 
wanted  them  to  foiget  so  He 
instituted  the  Passover  celebra¬ 
tion  as  a  reminder.  We  now  have 
come  to  the  place  where  Jesus 
celebrated  the^t  Passover  meal 


with  His  disciples, 
marks  a  new  beginrmg 
and  a  newTcelebration. 

It  marks  the  change 
between  the  Old  Covenant 
and  the  New  Covenant.  The 
Lord's  Supper  is  the  visual 
reminder  of  the  finished  work 
of  Jesus.  Jesus  instituted  this 
Supper  on  the  night  before  His 
deam.  He  transihoned  the  dis¬ 
ciples  from  the  old  symbol  to 
the  new  symbol. 

MINISTRY  FOR  OTHERS, 
LUKE  22:14-20 

The  great  desire  of  Jesus  was 
to  share  the  Passover  with  His 
disciples  one  more  time  before 
He  went  to  the  cross.  The 
Passover  involved  suffering  and 
Christ  is  our  Passover.  This  meal 
minted  to  the  suffering  of  foe 
of  God.  Jesus  wanted  to 
have  this  time  to  prepare  for  foe 


events  that  were  about  to 
vinfold.  He  needed  this 
time  with  His  disciples 
away  from  foe  crowds  of 
people.  The  Lord  so 
loved  His  disciples  that 
He  wanted  to  snare  this 
most  significant  event 
with  them  alone.  The 
Passover  meal  pointed 
both  backward  and  for¬ 
ward.  It  pointed  back¬ 
ward  to  foe  deliverance  of  foe 
children  of  Israel  from  foe 
bondage  they  suffered  in  foe  land 
of  Egypt.  It  was  their  turning 
point  as  a  nation.  They  celebrated 
tile  Passover  the  remember.  The 
\neal  also  pointed  forward.  It 
.pointed  to  foe  day  when  foe 
Lamb  of  God  who  takes  away  foe 
sin  of  foe  world  would  come.  He 
would  deliver  His  people  not 
from  bondage  to  Egypt,  but  from 
foe  bondage  of  sm.  He  would 
come  and  set  His  people  free 
from  their  enslavement  to  foe 
flesh.  He  would  come  and  deliv¬ 
er  them  from  foe  bondage  of 
Satan.  At  the  conclusion  of  foe 
Passover,  foe  Lord  Jesiis  institut¬ 
ed  the  Lord's  Supper.  He  estab¬ 


lished  an  ordinance  so  that  we 
could  celebrate  what  He  did  on 
odfbehaMr  When  Wt  celebrate 
foe  Supper,  we  are  celebrating 
foe  vety  essence  of  our  faith  — 
foe  atoning  death  of  our  Lord* 
and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  The  next 
time  we  come  to  foe  table,  let  us 
do  so  with  a  heart  tested  by  foe 
Word  and  foe  Spirit. 

ministry  in  GOD'S  WILL, 
LUKE  22:21-22;  41-44 

Jesus  told  His  disdples  that 
foe  very  one  who  would  betray 
Him  was  with  them  in  foe  Upper 
Room.  The  Son  of  Man  was  to  go 
as  it  had  been  determined  for 
Him.  The  cross  was  no  surprise 
for  the  Lord  Jesus.  His  very  pur¬ 
pose  in  coming  to  earth  was  to 
bring  salvation  to  His  people. 
Isai^  predicted  that  He  would 
suffer  cruelly  to  bring  life  to  His 
people  (ch.  53).  The  angel  told 
Joseph  that  He  would  save  His 
people  ftom  their  sins.  It  was 
determined  fo  the  counsel  room 
of  foe  Triune  God  in  eternity  past. 

Jesus  walked  away,  alx)ut  a 
Sterne's  throw  —  within  earshot 
of  tile  disciples.  His  prayer  was 


partly  for  their  benefit.  The  cup 
about  which  He  prayed  refers  to 
foe  cup  of  divine  wrath.  The  ter¬ 
rible  horrors  of  foe  cross  lay 
ahead  of  Him.  He  was  in  extreme 
agony  in  tiie  garden.  He  prayed 
not  my  will  but  your  will  be 
done.  The  best  commentaty  ♦n 
what  Jesus  experienced  in 
Getiisemane  is  foe  inspired  state¬ 
ment  of  Heb.  5:7,  "He  offered  up 
prayers  and  supplications  with 
loud  crying  and  tears. . . ." 

MINISTRY  WITHOUT  END, 
LUKE  22:66-71 

The  Lord  Jesus  is  now  on 
trial.  What  a  cruel  injustice  is 
directed  to  Him.  He  is  accused 
of  doing  good.  In  His  response 
to  foe  questions  of  foe  accusers. 
He  reveals  to  them  His  true 
nature.  He  is  foe  Son  of  God. 
He  will  reign  forever  at  foe 
right  hand  of  God.  The  Lord’s 
ministry  on  foe  earth  was  won¬ 
derful  to  behold.  His  ministry 
continues  forever  for  His  j?eople. 
Hallelujah,  what  a  Savior! 

Gant  is  pastor  cf  Pleasant  Grove 
Church,  Core  Springs. 
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Christians  well-represented  in  Super  Bowl 

_ _  .I,*-  •  1  «  .  _  _ !_•_ _ 1. 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  — 
When  hard-hitting  New  England 
Patriots  comeroack  Rodney 
Hajrison  gets  ready  to  start 
another  day  dnringdte  National 
Fooft>all  League  (NFL)  season,  he 
usually  has  a  full  schedule.  The 
11-year  all-star  usually  has  a 
packed  schedule  of  team  meet¬ 
ings,  practice,  endorsement  deals 
and  sessions  with  agents, 
reporters,  and  spcxiMts. 

There  is  one  thing  Harriscttv 
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IM  tlHISlWtP  WB  cai  iBlil 

We  offer  free  quote  by  phone,  new  reduced  rates! 

Rx  card  included.  Also  available:  senior  dental  plan  &  medicare 
dfsability  plan.  Call  toll  free  877-232-0686  today....We  can 
help!  E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 


NEW  COVENANT  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 

Lumberton,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  pianist  for 
our  Sunday  morning  and  evening  ser¬ 
vices.  If  you  feel  the  Lord  is  leading  you, 
please  maiLresume  to  New  Covenant 
Baptist  Church,  attn;  deacon  committee, 
1 000  West  Main  Street,  Lumberton,  MS 
39455.  Or  call  (601)  583-8897,  Rev. 
Bobby  Lambert  is  pastor. 


benefits  according  to  education  and 
experience.  If  interested,  please  send 
resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  400,  Fulton,  MS  38843,  (662) 
862-3207.  Or  fax  (662)  862-5793, 
twinders@nexband.com.  _ 


YOUTH  MINISTER,  FULL-TIME.  Desire 
person  with  prior  experietKe  who  is  well 
organized,  good  communicator,  capable  of 
leading  youth  music,  and  a  good  motivator. 
Also  seeking  minister  of  family  education, 
part-time.  Desire  person  to  recruH,  train, 
assimilate,  organize,  communicate  and 
lead  education  program.  Mail  resume  to 
FBC,  P.O.  Box  337,  BaWwyn,  MS  38824,  or 
fax  662-365-3511. 


CARROLL-MONTCOMERY  BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION,  Winona,  Miss.,  is  seek¬ 
ing  resumes  for  an  Association  Mission 
Director.  Mail  resumes  to  Carroll 
Montgomery  Baptist  Association,  PO 
Box  461,  Winona,  MS  38967.  Or  call 
662-283-4172,  resume  deadline  is 
February  28,  2005. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Brooklyn, 
Miss.,  seeking  a  spritually  mature  worship 
leadel^lusic  mintster.  Please  send  resumes  to 
Kent  Graham,  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  340,  Brooklyn,  MS  39425. 
FINANCIAL  SECRETARY:  First  Baptist 
Church,  Ridgeland  is  looking  for  a  part- 
time  finatKial  secretary.  Approximately  20 
hours  a  week.  Compruter  skills  and  finan¬ 
cial  training  helpful.  Resumes  may  be  sent 
to  First  Baptist  Church  Ridgeland,  302 
W.  lackson  Street,  Ridgeland,  MS  39157. 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC:  First  Baptist 
Church,  Ridgeland  is  looking  for  a  full¬ 
time  minister  of  music.  Education  and 
experience  preferred.  Interested  appli¬ 
cants  may  send  their  resumes  to  First 
Baptist  Church  Ridgeland,  302  W.  Jackson 
Street,  Ridgeland,  MS  391 57. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  FULTON 
is  looking  for  a  minister  of  education 
and  youth.  Bachelor's  degree  required, 
seminary  degree  preferred.  Salary  and 


PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER: 

Pelahatchie  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a 
mature,  energetic  person  to  lead  our 
youth  to  maturity  and  ministry.  Mail 
resume  to  Pelahatchie  Baptist  Church, 
attn:  search  committee,  P.O.  Box  355, 
Ftelahatchie,  MS  39145. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/STUDENT 
WORKER.  Self  motivated,  music 
Bachelor's  degree.  Young  or  young  at 
heart.  We  have  a  blended  service.  Power 
point,  keyboard,  sax,  already  used. 
Congregation  in  multipurpose  worship 
center.  Beginning  salary  $25-30,000. 
Actual  youth  numbers  is  small,  potential 
is  enormous.  Contact  p)astor.  Dr.  VV.  Trank* 
Lescallette,  Trinity  Baptist  Church, 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  at  (601)  636-8121. 


RAYMOND  ROAD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is 

seeking  qualified  individuals  to  work 
exterxled  care  hours  for  children  ages 
birth  through  five  years  each  Sunday  and 
Wednesday  evening.  Applicants  must  be 
at  least  18  years  of  age  and  will  be 
required  to  submit  to  an  interview  process 
and  backgrourrd  check.  All  interested 
parties  should  contact  the  church  office 
at  601-372-6154 


is  foolish,"  Davis  said.  "What 
you  are  in  the  dark,  in  your 
room,  will  be  shown  on  the 
football  field  and  ttiat's  why  we 
have  such  a 
strcHig  group." 

Davis  leads 


a  players  Bible 
study  every 
Thursday 
night  durinc 
die  season  anc 
has  begim  to  I 
disciple  some  I 
of  his  younger 
spiritual 
teammates.  His  experience  has 
even  led  him  to  consider  going  to 
seminary  for  further  trainmg 
when  he  retires. 


Davis 


Harrison 


who  collected  his  second  Super 
Bowl  title  on  February  6  in  as 
many  years  with  the  Patriots, 
won’t  start  die  day  widwjut — his 
daily  time  of  worship,  prayer, 
meditaticHi,  and  Bible  stuc^. 

"Without  my  faith  m  the 
Lord,  there  is  no  way  I  would 
be  here,"  he  said  during  the 
media  day  at  Alltel  Stadium  in 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  as  a  prelude 
I  to  Super  Bowl 
XXXIX 
against  the 
Philadelphia 
Eagles. 

^I  have  to 
start  my  morn¬ 
ing  out  right 
wuh  devotion, 

Ser  and 

ing  God's 
Word.  I  can't 
start  qiy  day  without  it.  I  pray 
about  becoming  a  better  dad,  a 
better  husbanc^  a  better  person 

in  Christ."  „  _ 

Harrison,  who  played  for  the  guys  who  want  to  walk  in  l^t, 
San  Diego  Chargers  for  severed  not  darkness."  ^ 

seasons  before  joining  the  Cherry,  a  nine-year  veter^ 
Patriots,  was  one  of  manyplayers  from  the  University  of  California, 
happy  to  express  their  faith  in  was  determined  to  walk  in  the 
Jesus  OuTst  to  any  of  the  4,000  l^t  this  year  and  share  some  of 
media  peopl^at  the  stadium  -v-*-  j- 

where  me  reiming  NFL  cham¬ 
pions  gainea  a  third  Super 
Bowl  victory  in  four  years. 

V^de  receiver  Betfiel  Johnson, 
who  is  now  in  his  second  year 
with  the  de-fending  world  cham¬ 
pions  after  playing  for  Texas 
A&M,  said  the  Patriots  have  "a 
strcwig  group  of  Christians...  and 
we  know  tiiat  what  happens  on 
the  field  Sunday  is  not  the  most 
important  thing  in  our  lives. 

^'If  we  win  or  we  lose,  I  know 
it's  in  food's  hands  and  I  want  to 
give  whatever  dory  to  God  for 
what  happens,"  Johnson  said.  He 
credited  me  Qi^tian  leadership 


Cherry  is  able  to  use  his  newly 
elevated  platform  for  God. 
"When  I  come  in  there  wearing  a 
Super  Bowl  rii^  to  me  it's  just  a 
filing,  just  a  piece  of  jewelry,  out  it 
catd^  tiheir  attention 


n  and  gives 
to  spe^  It 


me  an  opportunity 


willing  I 
to  say. ' 

mth  the  prayers  and  work 
of  file  team's  Christian  leaders. 
Cherry  said  this  year  has  been 
as  exciting  off  the  field  as  on 
the  field.  "We're  seeing  some 
team  evangelism,  we  have  peo¬ 
ple  coming  to  Christ  and 
strengthening  their  walk  in 
Hinv^hesaid. 

"It's  all  about  God,  not  all 
about  football,"  Cherry  added. 

cloM 


There  are  eternal  blessings 

in  everyfiiing  you  do,  like  mov-  . 

ing  from  linebacker  to  safety  in  "He  still  opens  and  closes  the 
the  middle  of  the  year,"  Davis  doors  for  all  of  us.  No  matter 
said.  "All  this  is  temporary,"  he  what  happens  on  Sunday, 
said,  pointing  to  the  super  Bowl  that's  not  nearly  as  important 
field.  "We  have  a  ereat  group  of  as  seeing  some  off  our  players 
■  ■  ”  •  walking  for  Him." 


s  insights 
England  com¬ 
munity.  Acting 
on  Day's 
advice 
Cherry  hcis 
spent  every 
Monday  after¬ 
noon  at  a 
Boston-area 
juvenile  deten¬ 
tion  center, 
sharing  his 
faifii  in  Christ  and  mentoring  file 
junior  and  senior  high  kids. 

"I  wanted  to  be  mentoring 
them  and  showing  them  God  s 
love  wd  really  witoessing  His 


Cherry 


on  the  team  by  linebacker/defen-  goodness.  I  didn't  want  to  just  in 


sive  back  Deal  Davis  and  strong 
safety  Je'Rod  Cheny  along  wim 
IcHigtime  team  chapl^  Wmt  Day 
for  helping  carrying  the  tecun  to 
its  stellar  record. 

"Guys'  character  off  the  field 
carries  over  on  the  field. 
Anybody  who  doesn't  think  so 


show  up  on  Thanksgiving  pass- 
ing^out  turkeys.  Through  week¬ 
ly  Bible  studies,  I  have  a  chance 
to  see  kids'  lives  really  changed 
and  see  them  come  to  know  the 
Lord  as  their  Savior." 

V^fii  the  Patriots'  recent  run  of 
the  footbcill  field. 


success  on 


Johnson  was  involved  in  a 
strong  college  ministry  while 
playing  for  me  Aggies  but  said 
he  was  pleasantly  surorised 
when  he  was  drafted  by  the 
Patriots  to  find  a  number  of 
mature  spiritual  believers  on 
the  team. 

"I  thought  it  would  be  less  in 
the  NFL,  out  ministry  and  the 
fellowship  is  still  the  same.  No 
matter  what  kind  of  money 
some  of  these  guys  are  making, 
they  still  want  to  serve  Him," 
Johnson  said. 

Nearly  140  million  people 
timed  in  Sunday  to  watch  the 
Patriots  can  clciim  their  third 
Super  Bowl  title,  stamping 
themselves  as  the  first  football 
dynasty  of  the  21st  century  — 
but  for  the  Christian  New 
England  players,  the  final  score 
in  Sunday's  game  is  not  as 
important  as  me  final  score  in 
their  personal  lives. 

"You  have  to  be  grounded  in 
the  Word,  grounded  in  the 
Lord,"  Harrison  said,  "l^thout 
Him  I  could  get  caught  up  in  all 
of  this  hype.  You  have  to 
depend  on  Him  for  all  things." 


FIRST  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

of  Bryant,  Arkansas,  is  prayerfully  seek¬ 
ing  God's  will  for  a  full-time  pastor  to 
lead  dur  congregation.  We  will  be 
accepting  resumes  until  March  31, 
2005.  Please  send  resumes  to  pastor 
search  committee,  601  S  Reynolds 
Road,  Bryant,  AR  72022 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com. 


AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION 

CONDOS,  www.gulfshorescondos.com. 
All  size  units  available.  Spring  special,  2 
night  weekend,  $160,  4  week  nights 
$250.  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  kids). 
Good  thru  5/25,  (205)  556-0368  or  (205) 

554-1524. _ _ 

BALDWIN  PIANO,  model  62 2 A  for 
sale.  Bought  in  1988  new,  used  very  lit¬ 
tle.  Excellent  condition,  call  (601)  668- 
2243,  $1,200.00. 


NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also, 
church  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For 
more  information  call  (662)  453- 
7424  or  fax  us,  at  (662)  455-6743. 


Located  at  107  North  Stone  Avenue, 

Greenwood,  MS  38930. _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving 
MS  &  AL  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  MISS. 
Christian  owned  home  improvements,  vinyl 
siding,  witxtows,  metal  roofs,  patio  covers, 
screerVglass  rooms.  (601 )  992-2092  or  (800) 
453-2994.  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian. 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 
GATLINBURG  GfTAWAY:  2  BR/2' 
bath,  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to 
parkway,  $65/nite.'Call  for  information 
at  (251)  666-2175,  cell  phone  (251) 
689-9982  or  pdiw@worldnet.att.net. 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO  EXPENSIVE? 
Call  toll-free  today  (877)  232-0686.  We 
can  Help!  Major  Medical  Hospital  & 
surgical  plan.  Doctors  office  visits,  pre¬ 
scription  drugs,  life,  dental,  medicare 
supplement,  low  rates.  Have  current 
Health  problems?  We  can  HelpI  E.  F. 
Hutton  insurance. 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  plan  *F'  or 
"G",  new  lower  rates!  E.F,  Hutton 
Insurance,  toll-free  877-232-0686. 


CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE  at  3.9 

cents/minute  (24/7),  no  monthly  service 
charge,  Toll  free  (866)-587-8346  or 
www.oovenantphoneservice.com 


HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  custom 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


FIFTEEN  DAY  TOUR  OF  ENGLAND 
AND  SCOTLAND,  July  25  -  August  8, 
2005.  This  tour  includes  the  Baptist 
World  Centenary  Congress,  in 
Birmingham,  England,  July  27-31, 
2005,  and  includes  visiting  London, 
Stonehenge,  Bristol,  Bath,  Cotswolds, 
Stratford,  Coventry,  Wales,  Gretna 
Green,  Edinburgh,  York,  Nottingham, 
William  Carey  sites,  Oxford,  Bedford 
and  more.  If  interested,  contact  tour 
hosts,  Charles  and  Ina  Goldon  at  601- 
426-9710  or  email  tap>gordon@fhtm.us. 


AFFORDABLE,  BIBLICAL  HEALTHCARE 

for  Christians.  Try  Med-Share  and  save 
thousands  of  dollars  each  year.  Choose 
your  own  doctors,  call  (800)  647-2562 
for  free  information. 
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